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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

JUSTIN Vineyards & Winery 
Announces 

The Appointment of Joseph Spellman as Winery Master Sommelier 
 

January 28, 2008, Paso Robles, CA – JUSTIN Vineyards & Winery is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Joseph Spellman to the position of Winery Master Sommelier. 

Mr. Spellman reports to Rich Richardson, V.P. and Director of Sales and Marketing. He will be 
active in both wholesale and retail sales as well as consulting with the winemaking team. He is 
the only Master Sommelier working full time for a winery on the Central Coast and one of only a 
handful working at a winery anywhere in the world! 
 
Mr. Spellman is one of only 85 Master Sommeliers nationwide. He received his diploma from 
the Court of Master Sommeliers in 1996 and is the current Chairman of the Court of Master 
Sommeliers, American Chapter. He possesses an extensive wine background including positions 
as Wine Director at the renowned Charlie Trotter’s in Chicago; Director of Advanced Wine 
Education for importer and marketing powerhouse Terlato/Paterno Wine Group; and most 
recently, as Director of Education with Joseph Phelps Vineyards. He is one of the world’s best 
known and most respected Sommeliers. He is only the second American to earn the coveted title 
of “Best Sommelier in the World in French Wines” awarded at the SOPEXA French Sommelier 
Competition in Paris and he was named Wine & Spirit Professional of the Year by Bon Appetit 
magazine in 1998. Mr. Spellman has also contributed to many esteemed wine publications 
including Wine & Spirits, Wine Enthusiast, Santé, Decanter, and Appellation. 
 
Justin and Deborah Baldwin, proprietors, believe that Mr. Spellman will add a new dimension to 
JUSTIN’s presence and to the Paso Robles area. They said, “After 27 years, JUSTIN is at a point 
in its history where it can benefit from the skills and knowledge of a Master Sommelier and Mr. 
Spellman will be a great representative. His expertise with all wines, especially Bordeaux, will 
be a compliment to our efforts, particularly our ISOSCELES flagship wine. Few wineries are in 
a position to take full advantage of the qualifications of a Master Sommelier, but we feel 
uniquely capable of doing so. The JUSTIN team continues to reach new heights and the addition 
of Mr. Spellman will add to that success.” 
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Mr. Spellman will continue to reside in Chicago, IL and will represent JUSTIN Vineyards & 
Winery in the market at events nationwide in addition to local events at the winery in Paso 
Robles. 

JUSTIN Vineyards & Winery is Justin and Deborah Baldwin’s family-owned and operated 
winery making estate grown and produced wines in the heart of the Paso Robles appellation.  
JUSTIN’s emphasis is on making Bordeaux-style blends and single varietals, combining Old 
World tradition with New World techniques.  JUSTIN offers wine sampling in both the Tasting 
Room and Wine Society Lounge, in addition to sensory evaluation and cave tours in the 
ISOSCELES Center, epicurean lunch and dinner at Deborah’s Room, and overnight retreats at 
the JUST Inn. 

JUSTIN Vineyards & Winery is located at 11680 Chimney Rock Road, Paso Robles, California, 
93446.  The tasting room is open daily from 10am to 5pm. Tours daily by appointment at 
10:30am and 2:30pm.  For additional information, you may visit the website at 
www.justinwine.com. 
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